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How to Use This Book

This Classroom Edition is designed for teacher use. It is intended to be
used alongside the Standard Edition of The Iliad, which contains the
narrative text for student reading. This volume brings together the full
adapted story, structured classroom activities, and chapter-by-chapter
teaching guidance in a single resource.

Using the Two Editions Together

Students read from the Standard Edition. Teachers use this Classroom
Edition to plan instruction, guide discussion, and distribute activities.

This edition may be used selectively or as a complete course resource,
depending on instructional goals and classroom needs.

Reading the Story

The narrative text in this edition is identical to the Standard Edition. It
may be read aloud in class, used for close reading, or referenced when
preparing discussion and activities.

Teachers may:

e Read chapters aloud or assign independent reading from
the Standard Edition.

e Sclect specific episodes for focused discussion or literary
analysis.

e Use key scenes to support ethical reasoning across the
curriculum.

Student Activities

Following each chapter (or chapter block), Student Activities provide
structured opportunities for comprehension, discussion, and reflective
or creative response.

Activities are designed to be printed or photocopied for classroom
distribution. They may be completed individually or collaboratively,
orally or in writing, and may be selected or adapted as needed.
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Chapters 1 and 2 share a combined activity section to ensure that
students develop sufficient narrative context before beginning written or
discussion tasks. The instructional section appears after Chapter 2, once
the conflict, main characters, and initial situation have been established.

Teacher Notes and Teacher Introductions

Each chapter includes a Teacher Note immediately following the
Student Activities. These notes offer practical guidance for classroom
use and are intended to support, not prescribe, instruction. They are
placed after the activities to allow photocopying without the guidance
text appearing on student copies.

Longer Teacher Introductions for each chapter appear at the end of this
volume. They provide detailed guidance on key themes, learning
objectives, suggested classroom approaches, and differentiation
strategies.

Downloadable Materials and Additional Resources

Printable versions of the Student Activities, teacher support materials,
and additional classroom resources are available for download on the
Ollada de Tinta website:

www.olladadetinta.es/en/resources

These materials allow teachers to easily print individual activity sheets,
access updated teaching resources, and download supplementary
materials designed to support classroom use of this book.

A QR code linking to this page is also included at the end of this volume
for quick access.

Curriculum Connections

This edition can support instruction in English Language Arts (ELA),
Humanities, Ethics, and World Literature, and may be integrated flexibly
into existing units.

Companion Standard Edition

The Iliad: An Hlustrated Retelling of the Trojan War for Young Readers
ISBN: 9791399178951



Teacher Introduction. Chapters 1-2
The Apple of Discord & The Abduction of Helen

This block introduces students to the origins of the Trojan War,
emphasizing that large conflicts rarely begin with a single action.
Through mythological storytelling, students explore how personal
choices, divine influence, social obligations, and wounded pride combine
to produce far-reaching consequences.

Rather than presenting war as inevitable, these chapters encourage
students to examine responsibility, causality, and decision-making,
helping them understand how myths reflect enduring human behaviors
and moral tensions.

This section is particularly well suited for cross-curricular work in
Literature, History, Ethics, and Social Studies.

Key Themes
This block explores the following central ideas:

e Cause and consequence — how small actions trigger
large conflicts.

e Free will vs. fate — the limits of choice under divine
pressure.

e Responsibility and blame — individual actions within
collective consequences.

e Power, desire, and honor — competing motivations that
shape decisions.
Learning Objectives
By the end of this block, students should be able to:
V" Identify the multiple causes that lead to the Trojan War.

v Explain how mythological characters’ choices affect wider
events.

v" Discuss ethical responsibility using evidence from the text.
v Compare human and divine roles in shaping conflict.

v' Use key vocabulary related to conflict, alliances, and
responsibility.

Skills Developed

v" Reading comprehension (literal and inferential).
Ethical reasoning and structured discussion.
Perspective-taking and empathy.

Written expression (reflective and argumentative).

A URNI NN

Academic vocabulary development (including ESL support).

Suggested Classroom Approach

This block can be taught over 2—4 class sessions, depending on depth
and student level.

Suggested sequence:

l. Guided or independent reading of Chapters 1-2,
clarifying mythological references as needed.

2. Whole-class discussion focused on responsibility and the
role of the gods in human decisions.

3. Creative or analytical activity, such as the Trial of Paris or
Helen’s diary entry.

4. Short written reflection connecting the myth to modern
conflicts or personal choices.

Teachers may select or adapt activities based on classroom needs and
time constraints.
Differentiation & Accessibility

e Developing readers / ESL students benefit from
structured questions and contextual vocabulary support.

e Advanced students can expand discussion activities into
formal debates or short essays.

Tasks may be completed individually, in pairs, or in small groups.

Essential Question

Can a single choice truly cause a war, or is conflict always the result of
many forces working together?

This question can remain visible throughout the block to support
discussion and reflection.



Teacher Notes

Chapters 1 and 2 introduce the mythological origins of the Trojan War.
Through the Judgment of Paris and Helen's departure from Sparta,
students explore how personal choices, divine influence, and social
obligations combine to trigger large-scale conflict.

These chapters establish that the war does not begin on the battlefield,
but through decisions shaped by desire, pride, and power.

Key Themes
e (Cause and consequence.
e Free will versus divine influence.
e Responsibility and blame.

e Desire, honor, and social obligation.

Teaching Notes

Students may initially focus on blaming a single character (Paris or
Helen). Encourage them to look beyond individual actions and consider
the roles of the gods, the oath sworn by the Greek kings, and the cultural
values surrounding honor and marriage.

This chapter pair is especially useful for introducing ethical discussion
without requiring historical background knowledge.

Suggested Classroom Use
e Read as a single learning block over 2-3 sessions.

e Use discussion questions to explore responsibility before
assigning creative tasks.

e Creative activities (trial, diary entry) work well as formative
assessment.



Teacher Introduction. Chapter 3
Preparing for War

This block focuses on leadership under pressure and the ethical
consequences of decision-making in moments of crisis. Through the
events that delay the Greek expedition, students examine how authority,
fear of the gods, and responsibility toward a group can lead to complex
ethical decisions.

Rather than judging characters by modern standards, this section invites
students to understand how leadership functioned in the ancient world
and to reflect on the tension between personal loss and collective goals.

This block is especially effective for exploring ethical reasoning,
historical context, and character motivation, making it suitable for cross-
curricular work in Literature, History, and Ethics.

Key Themes
This block explores the following central ideas:
e Leadership and authority — who makes decisions and

why.

e Sacrifice and responsibility — personal cost versus
collective benefit.

e Obedience and power — the limits of choice within a
hierarchy.

® Fear of the divine — how belief influences human
action.
Learning Objectives
By the end of this block, students should be able to:
v Explain why the Greek army is unable to depart for Troy.
Clarify the role of prophecy and leadership structures.
Analyze Agamemnon’s leadership and its moral implications.

Discuss the concept of sacrifice within its historical context.

AN NN

Express opinions using evidence from the text.
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Skills Developed

v" Reading comprehension (cause and consequence).
Ethical reasoning and discussion.
Analysis of leadership and power.

Perspective-taking,

A URNI NN

Academic vocabulary development.

Suggested Classroom Approach

This block can be taught over 2-3 class sessions, depending on class
profile and depth of discussion.

Suggested sequence:

l. Guided or independent reading of the chapter, clarifying
the role of prophecy and leadership structures.

2. Whole-class discussion focused on authority, obedience,
and responsibility.

3. Reflective writing or perspective activity, choosing one
Create option.

4. Brief written reflection connecting the dilemma to other
stories or historical examples.

Teachers may adapt the pacing or activities based on student maturity
and classroom dynamics.

Differentiation & Accessibility

e Developing readers / ESL students benefit from clear
narrative structure and focused vocabulary.

e Advanced students can extend discussion into formal
ethical debate or short analytical writing,

Activities can be completed individually or collaboratively.

Essential Question

When leaders face pressure from fear, power, or belief, how should they
balance personal loss and collective responsibility?
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Teacher Notes

Chapter 3 shifts the focus from the origins of conflict to leadership and
authority. The delay at Aulis and the sacrifice of Iphigenia present a
moral dilemma in which power, belief, and fear of the gods collide with
personal responsibility.

This chapter deepens the ethical complexity of the narrative and
introduces students to the cost of leadership in the ancient world.

Key Themes
e Leadership and authority.
e Sacrifice and moral responsibility.
e Obedience versus choice.

e Fear of divine punishment.

Teaching Notes

Students may judge Agamemnon harshly using modern values. Guide
discussion toward understanding how leadership operated within
ancient belief systems, where obedience to the gods was seen as
necessary for collective survival.

This chapter offers strong opportunities to compare individual loss with
collective goals.

Suggested Classroom Use
e Suitable for close reading and guided discussion.

¢ Reflection questions work well as short written responses.

Creative perspective activities help students explore moral tension and

empathy.
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Teacher Introduction. Chapter 4
The Wrath of Achilles

This block introduces students to the theme of personal honor and
uncontrolled anger, focusing on how a private conflict between leaders
can threaten a shared goal. Through the dispute between Achilles and
Agamemnon, students examine how pride, authority, and wounded
honor can override reason and responsibility.

Rather than presenting Achilles simply as a hero or Agamemnon as a
villain, this chapter invites students to explore how emotional responses,
power, and fairness interact in moments of tension. The emphasis is on
understanding consequences, not assigning simplistic blame.

This block is especially suitable for exploring emotional literacy, conflict
resolution, and leadership dynamics within Literature and Ethics.

Key Themes
This block explores the following central ideas:

¢ Honor and pride — personal status and public respect.

e Anger and self-control — emotional response versus
reason.

e Power and authority — leadership challenged from
within.

e Conflict and consequence — how personal disputes
affect the group.

Learning Objectives

By the end of this block, students should be able to:

v Explain the cause of the conflict between Achilles and
Agamemnon.

v Identify how honor and pride influence the characters’ actions.
v Analyze Achilles’ response to perceived injustice.

v" Discuss how personal emotions can impact collective
responsibility.

v" Support opinions with evidence from the text.
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Skills Developed

v" Reading comprehension (cause, motivation, consequence).
Emotional awareness and ethical reflection.
Analysis of character motivation.

Perspective-taking,

A URNI NN

Academic vocabulary development.

Suggested Classroom Approach

This block can be taught over 2-3 class sessions, depending on class
profile and depth of discussion.

Suggested sequence:

1. Guided or independent reading of the chapter, focusing on
the conflict and emotional reactions.

2. Whole-class discussion about honor, fairness, and anger.

3. Perspective-based writing activity, choosing one Create
option.

4. Short reflection connecting the conflict to real-life
disagreements.

Differentiation & Accessibility

e Developing readers / ESL students benefit from clear
cause-and-effect structure and focused vocabulary.

e Advanced students can explore alternative responses and
consequences through extended discussion or writing,

Activities can be completed individually or collaboratively.

Essential Question

When does defending personal honor help a group, and when does it
harm everyone involved?
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Teacher Notes

Chapter 4 focuses on emotional leadership and the consequences of
unmanaged anger. The conflict between Achilles and Agamemnon
shows how personal grievances, when handled publicly and without
restraint, can weaken collective responsibility and cooperation.

The chapter highlights that strong emotions are not inherently wrong,
but how leaders act on them can affect an entire group.

Key Themes
e Anger and self-control.
¢ Emotional leadership.
e Power and authority.

e Personal conflict and collective consequence.

Teaching Notes

Students may sympathize with Achilles and see his anger as justified.
Encourage them to distinguish between understanding an emotion
and evaluating a decision. Discussion should focus on how both
Achilles and Agamemnon contribute to the breakdown of cooperation
through different forms of leadership failure.

Suggested Classroom Use
e Suitable for guided reading focused on cause and consequence.

e Discussion questions support ethical reflection on leadership
and emotional control.

o Creative perspective activities help students articulate internal
conflict and consider alternative responses.
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Teacher Introduction. Chapter 5
The Heart of Troy

This block shifts the focus from Greek leadership and internal conflict
to the human heart of Troy, presenting war from the perspective of
those who defend their home. Through Hector’s experience as a
husband, father, and leader, students explore how courage, duty, and
love coexist under the constant shadow of loss.

Rather than celebrating victory, this chapter highlights the emotional
cost of war, showing how moments of success are always accompanied
by fear, exhaustion, and uncertainty. Students are invited to reflect on
leadership based on example, the tension between private life and public
duty, and the fragile boundary between hope and despair.

This block is especially suitable for developing empathy, emotional
literacy, and ethical reflection, while deepening understanding of
character motivation and narrative perspective.

Key Themes
This block explores the following central ideas:

e Duty and family — responsibility toward the city versus
love for family.

e Leadership by example — authority earned through action.

e The cost of war — emotional and physical toll beyond
the battlefield.

e Hope and uncertainty — courage without certainty of survival.

Learning Objectives
By the end of this block, students should be able to:
v" Describe Hector’s role as both a warrior and a family man.

v Explain how the chapter presents war from the Trojan
perspective.

v Identify moments that reveal the emotional cost of leadership.

v' Analyze how private and public responsibilities come into
conflict.

v Support interpretations with evidence from the text.
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Skills Developed

v" Reading comprehension (character and motivation).
Emotional awareness and empathy.
Ethical reflection.

Perspective-taking,

A URNI NN

Academic vocabulary development.

Suggested Classroom Approach

This block can be taught over 2-3 class sessions, depending on class
profile and depth of discussion.

Suggested sequence:

l. Guided or independent reading, focusing on contrasts
between private and public scenes.

2. Whole-class discussion on Hector’s choices and
responsibilities.

3. Perspective-based writing activity, choosing one Create
option.

4. Short reflection connecting the chapter’s themes to real-life
responsibilities or role models.

Differentiation & Accessibility

e Developing readers / ESL students benefit from clear
emotional cues and structured questions.

e Advanced students can explore symbolic elements (light,
darkness, silence) through discussion or writing,

Activities can be completed individually or collaboratively.

Essential Question

Can someone be a good leader and a good parent at the same time, or
does war force you to choose?

19



Teacher Notes

Chapter 5 shifts the focus to the Trojan perspective, focusing on Hector
as aleader whose strength lies in responsibility toward others rather
than personal ambition. Through his actions at home and on the
battlefield, the chapter shows how duty toward the city coexists with
love for family and an ongoing awareness of loss.

Rather than emphasizing victory or heroism, the chapter highlights
leadership as endurance and the emotional cost of protecting others
in circumstances where certainty is impossible.

Key Themes
¢ Duty and family.
e Leadership by example.
¢ The emotional cost of war.

e Hope and uncertainty.

Teaching Notes

Students may initially view Hector as an idealized hero. Encourage them
to notice moments of fatigue and restraint that complicate this image,
and to consider how he leads through presence and personal risk rather
than authority.

Contrasting private family scenes with public moments of battle helps
students understand courage as endurance and responsibility, not
triumph.

Suggested Classroom Use
e Suitable for focused analysis on character and perspective.
e Discussion activities support empathy and ethical reflection on
responsibility.
Creative perspective activities help students explore the tension

between private life and public duty.
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Teacher Introduction. Chapter 6
The Judgment of Swords

This block explores the contrast between human attempts at justice and
divine interference, showing how reason, honor, and agreements fail
when higher powers intervene. Through the truce, the duel, and its
interruption, students examine why the war continues despite sincere
efforts to end it.

The chapter presents multiple perspectives—Hector’s sense of
responsibility, Helen’s tragic clarity, Paris’s weakness, and Odysseus’s
resignation—inviting students to reflect on accountability, fairness, and
the limits of human control.

This block is especially suitable for discussing justice, responsibility, and
moral frustration, while deepening empathy for characters caught in
forces larger than themselves.

Key Themes
This block explores the following central ideas:
e Justice and fairness — attempts to resolve conflict
honorably.
e Human responsibility — facing the consequences of

one’s actions.

e Divine interference — power beyond human
agreements.

e Shame and moral clarity — seeing the truth too late.

e The continuation of war — conflict without resolution.

Learning Objectives
By the end of this block, students should be able to:
v" Describe the purpose of the truce and the duel.
Explain why the duel fails to end the war.
Analyze the role of divine intervention in breaking human agreements.

Discuss Helen’s and Hectot’s responses to the failed duel.

SN NN

Support interpretations with evidence from the text.
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Skills Developed

v" Reading comprehension (cause and consequence).
Ethical reasoning and discussion.
Analysis of multiple perspectives.

Emotional awareness and empathy.

A URNI NN

Academic vocabulary development.

Suggested Classroom Approach

This block can be taught over 2-3 class sessions, depending on class
profile and depth of discussion.

Suggested sequence:

1. Guided reading, focusing on the truce and the duel.
2. Discussion about justice and broken agreements.

3. Perspective-based writing activity (Create).

4. Reflection on responsibility and fairness.

Differentiation & Accessibility

e C(lear cause-and-effect structure supports developing
readers and ESL students.

e Advanced students can explore symbolism (armort,
disguise, light).

Activities can be completed individually or collaboratively.

Essential Question

Why does the war continue even when people try to end it fairly?
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Teacher Notes

Chapter 6 explores the failure of human attempts to restore justice
through reason and agreement. The truce and the proposed duel
represent a sincere effort to end the war honorably, yet this effort
collapses when divine intervention overrides human decisions.

The chapter emphasizes that war persists not only because of human
weakness, but because forces beyond human control repeatedly
disrupt even fair and rational solutions.

Key Themes
e Justice and fairness.
¢ Human responsibility.
e Divine interference.

¢ Shame and moral clarity.

Teaching Notes

Students may expect the duel to bring resolution. Encourage them to
examine why a reasonable solution fails, focusing on the contrast
between human intention and divine action, and on shared
responsibility rather than individual blame.

Helen’s confrontation with Paris and Hector’s reaction to the broken
truce offer key moments to explore moral clarity, shame, and
frustration when understanding arrives too late to change events.

Suggested Classroom Use
o Suitable for close reading focused on cause and interruption.

e Discussion questions support ethical reflection on justice and
responsibility.

e Perspective-based activities help students examine multiple
viewpoints within the conflict.
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Teacher Introduction. Chapter 7
The Armor of Achilles

This block explores how loyalty, identity, and good intentions can lead to
tragic consequences when limits are ignored. Through Patroclus’s
decision to wear Achilles’ armor, students examine how appearance,
hope, and mistaken identity shape both human action and fate on the
battlefield.

The chapter highlights the contrast between obedience and ambition,
showing how Patroclus’s desire to help his people slowly turns into a
fatal overreach. At the same time, Hector’s response reveals courage
mixed with fear and growing awareness of forces beyond human
control.

This block is especially suitable for discussing friendship, responsibility,
and unintended consequences, while deepening emotional
understanding of character-driven tragedy.

Key Themes
This block explores the following central ideas:

e Friendship and loyalty — acting for others.

e Identity and appearance — who someone seems to be
versus who they are.

e Limits and disobedience — crossing boundaries with
good intentions.

e Divine intervention — human effort altered by higher powers.

e Tragic consequence — actions that cannot be undone.

Learning Objectives
By the end of this block, students should be able to:

v" Explain why Patroclus wears Achilles’ armor.
Describe how the disguise affects both armies.
Identify the moment when Patroclus goes too far.

Analyze the role of the gods in the outcome of the battle.

DN NN

Discuss how good intentions can still lead to tragedy.
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Skills Developed

v" Reading comprehension (sequence and consequence).
Ethical reflection and discussion.
Analysis of character motivation.

Perspective-taking,

A URNI NN

Academic vocabulary development.

Suggested Classroom Approach

This block can be taught over 2-3 class sessions, depending on student
level and depth of discussion.

Suggested sequence:

l. Guided or independent reading, focusing on Patroclus’s
request, Achilles’ conditions, and the meaning of the armor.

2. Whole-class  discussion about loyalty, limits, and
responsibility, using the Think and Discuss questions.

3. Perspective-based writing activity (Create), choosing one
option.

4. Short written reflection on unintended consequences and
the role of choice in tragic outcomes.

Differentiation & Accessibility

e C(Clear cause-and-effect structure supports developing
readers and ESL students.

e Advanced students can explore symbolism (armort,
disguise, light).

Activities can be completed individually or collaboratively.

Essential Question

Can good intentions justify breaking important limits?
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Teacher Notes

Chapter 7 explores how loyalty and good intentions can lead to
tragic consequences when limits are ignored. Through Patroclus’s
decision to wear Achilles’ armor, the chapter shows how identity and
appearance shape perception on the battlefield and alter the course of
events.

The chapter highlights the tension between obedience and ambition, as
Patroclus’s desire to help gradually turns into a fatal overreach.

Key Themes
e Friendship and loyalty.
e Limits and disobedience.
e Divine intervention.

e Tragic consequence.

Teaching Notes

Students may view Patroclus as a selfless hero. Encourage them to
identify the moment when loyalty shifts into disobedience, and to
consider how success and mistaken identity blur judgment.

Hector’s reaction after discovering Patroclus’s identity provides a key
perspective on shared responsibility and consequence, reminding
students that tragedy affects both sides of the conflict.

Suggested Classroom Use

e Suitable for close reading focused on sequence and
consequence.

e Discussion questions support reflection on loyalty, limits, and
responsibility.

o Short perspective-based writing activities help students
explore unintended consequences.
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Teacher Introduction. Chapter 8
The Fire Reborn

This block marks a turning point in the story, as grief replaces anger and
leads to deliberate choice. Through the death of Patroclus and its
immediate consequences, students explore how loss can transform
identity, values, and purpose.

Rather than portraying revenge as sudden or impulsive, this chapter
shows Achilles moving from refusal and resentment to conscious
acceptance of responsibility, fully aware of the cost. At the same time,
the struggle over Patroclus’s body highlights the importance of honor,
loyalty, and memory in times of war.

This block is especially suitable for exploring grief, moral choice, and
transformation, helping students understand how personal loss reshapes
action and meaning,

Key Themes

This block explores the following central ideas:

e Grief and loss — emotional rupture and mourning,
¢ Honor and memory — respect for the dead.

e Choice and responsibility — accepting consequences
knowingly.

e Transformation — anger reshaped into purpose.

e Human limits — mortality acknowledged, not denied.

Learning Objectives
By the end of this block, students should be able to:
v Describe how Patroclus’s death affects Achilles.

v Explain the importance of protecting and recovering Patroclus’s
body.

v Identify the moment when Achilles chooses to return to wat.
v Analyze the role of grief in shaping decisions.

v" Support interpretations with evidence from the text.
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Skills Developed

v" Reading comprehension (emotional cause and effect).
Ethical reflection.
Analysis of character development.

Perspective-taking,

A URNI NN

Academic vocabulary development.

Suggested Classroom Approach

This block can be taught over 2-3 class sessions, depending on student
maturity and discussion depth.

Suggested sequence:

l. Guided or independent reading, focusing on Patroclus’s
death and the fight over his body.

2. Whole-class  discussion about grief, honor, and
responsibility.

3. Perspective-based writing activity (Create), choosing one
option.

4. Short written reflection on how loss can change a person’s
path.

Differentiation & Accessibility

e Developing readers / ESL students benefit from the clear
emotional arc and repeated motifs (fire, silence, body).

e Advanced students can explore symbolism (armor, fire,
sea) through discussion or short analytical writing

Activities can be completed individually or collaboratively.

Essential Question

How does grief change who we are and the choices we make?
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Teacher Notes

Chapter 8 marks a turning point as the narrative shifts from anger to
grief, leading Achilles toward a deliberate and irreversible choice. The
death of Patroclus transforms his sense of purpose, moving him from
withdrawal to conscious acceptance of responsibility.

The chapter also highlights the importance of honor and memory
through the struggle to protect Patroclus’s body, showing how respect
for the dead becomes a defining value in moments of loss.

Key Themes
e Griefand loss.
e Honor and memory.
e Choice and responsibility.
e Transformation.

e Human limits.

Teaching Notes

Students may interpret Achilles’s return to battle as revenge. Encourage
them to examine how grief, guilt, and love shape his decision,
emphasizing that the choice is made with awareness of its cost.

The struggle over Patroclus’s body offers an opportunity to discuss why
honoring the dead matters, and how memory and loyalty motivate
action even amid violence.

Suggested Classroom Use
e Suitable for guided reading of emotional change.

e Discussion questions support reflection on grief, responsibility,
and transformation.

e Perspective-based writing activities help students explore loss
as a catalyst for change.
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Teacher Introduction. Chapter 9

Duel of Heroes

This block presents the central heroic duel of the narrative, not as a
celebration of victory, but as a moment where fate, choice, and
consequence converge. Through the confrontation between Achilles
and Hector, students explore how personal values, grief, and
responsibility shape decisive action in moments of irreversible change.

Rather than framing the duel as a triumph, the chapter emphasizes the
moral weight of victory, the cost of vengeance, and the humanity that
persists even at the height of conflict.

This block is especially suitable for examining ethical limits, tragic
choice, and the complexity of heroism.

Key Themes
This block explores the following central ideas:

e Fate and inevitability.

e Honor and mercy.

e Vengeance and justice.

e Heroism and moral cost.

¢ Loss and consequence.

Learning Objectives

By the end of this block, students should be able to:

v" Describe the circumstances leading to the duel between Achilles
and Hector.

v' Analyze how belief in fate shapes the choices Achilles and
Hector make during the duel.

v" Explain Hector’s sense of responsibility toward Troy and how it
guides his actions.

v' Evaluate the ethical implications of victory when mercy is

denied.

v Support interpretations with specific evidence from the text.
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Skills Developed

v" Reading comprehension (sequence and consequence).
Ethical reasoning and discussion.
Analysis of character motivation.

Perspective-taking,

A URNI NN

Academic vocabulary development.

Suggested Classroom Approach

This block can be taught over 2-3 class sessions, depending on student
maturity and discussion depth.

Suggested sequence:

l. Guided or independent reading, focusing on the duel and the
decisions made by both heroes.

2. Whole-class discussion about fate, choice, and moral
responsibility.

3. Perspective-based writing activity (Create).

4. Short written reflection on the cost of victory.
Differentiation & Accessibility

e  C(lear structure supports diverse reading levels.

e Advanced students can explore symbolic elements (armor,
silence, the sea).

Activities can be completed individually or collaboratively.

Essential Question

Can victory still be tragic when it comes at the cost of compassion?
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Teacher Notes

Chapter 9 presents the decisive duel between Achilles and Hector as a
moment shaped by grief, fate, and moral choice. While the confrontation
appears inevitable, the chapter emphasizes how each character
responds to that inevitability.

Victory is shown not as resolution, but as a turning point that deepens
loss and ethical tension.

Key Themes
e Fate and choice.
¢ Heroism and responsibility.
e Vengeance and mercy.

e Moral consequence.

Teaching Notes

Students may expect a clear hero and a clear victory. Encourage them to
examine the emotional and ethical cost of the outcome, particularly
Achilles’s refusal to show mercy and Hector’s acceptance of his fate.

Paris’s silent reaction highlights how the duel reshapes not only those
who fight, but also those who witness the consequences of victory.

Suggested Classroom Use

e Suitable for close reading focused on decision and
consequence.

e Discussion prompts support ethical reflection on heroism and
justice.

Perspective-based writing helps students explore inner conflict and

moral tension.
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Teacher Introduction. Chapter 10

The Forgiveness of Achilles

This block explores how grief and recognition of shared humanity can
interrupt cycles of violence. Through the meeting between Achilles and
Priam, students examine how empathy, memory, and choice make
forgiveness possible even after irreversible loss.

Rather than presenting forgiveness as weakness, the chapter frames it as
a deliberate moral act that requires courage, restraint, and self-awareness.
Achilles’s decision marks a transformation from vengeance to
responsibility.

This block is especially suitable for discussing compassion, ethical limits
in war, and the power of recognizing oneself in the enemy.

Key Themes
This block explores the following central ideas:

e Forgiveness and mercy.
e Shared humanity.

e Grief and empathy.

¢ Moral courage.

e The end of vengeance.

Learning Objectives
By the end of this block, students should be able to:
v" Describe why Priam risks his life to visit Achilles.

v" Explain how Achilles’s memory of his own father reshapes his
response to Priam.

v Analyze how empathy and shared grief make forgiveness
possible without undoing loss.

v" Discuss forgiveness as an interruption of the cycle of violence
rather than as victory or resolution.

v Support interpretations with specific evidence from the text.
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Skills Developed

v" Reading comprehension (emotional development).
Ethical reflection and discussion.
Analysis of character transformation.

Perspective-taking,

A URNI NN

Academic vocabulary development.

Suggested Classroom Approach

This block can be taught over 2-3 class sessions, depending on student
maturity and discussion depth.

Suggested sequence:

1. Guided or independent reading, focusing on the encounter
between Priam and Achilles.

2. Whole-class discussion on forgiveness, grief, and moral
courage.

3. Perspective-based writing activity (Create).

4. Short written reflection on breaking cycles of violence.

Differentiation & Accessibility

e C(Clear emotional arc supports developing readers and ESL
students.

e Advanced students can explore symbolism (hands, silence,
memory).

Activities can be completed individually or collaboratively.

Essential Question

Is it possible to show compassion toward an enemy without forgetting
what you have lost?
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Teacher Notes

Chapter 10 presents forgiveness as a decisive turning point that
interrupts the logic of vengeance. Through Priam’s plea and Achilles’s
response, the chapter shows how empathy, memory, and shared loss
allow a temporary restoration of humanity within the violence of war.

Rather than erasing past suffering, forgiveness is shown as a conscious
moral choice—one that acknowledges pain while refusing to let it
dictate further cruelty.

Key Themes
e Forgiveness and mercy.
e (Grief and empathy.
e Moral courage.

¢ Human connection.

Teaching Notes

Students may expect Achilles to remain consumed by anger. Encourage
them to examine how memory—especially the image of Achilles’s
own father—reshapes his response, shifting him from vengeance to
recognition of shared humanity.

Priam’s humility and courage offer a powerful example of moral
strength. Discussion can focus on how dignity, compassion, and
restraint become forms of leadership, even in defeat, and how
forgiveness does not undo loss but changes what follows it.

Suggested Classroom Use

e Suitable for close reading focused on emotional
transformation.

e Discussion questions support reflection on forgiveness,
responsibility, and moral courage.

¢ Perspective-based writing helps students explore empathy,
memory, and deliberate moral choice.
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Teacher Introduction. Chapter 11

The Twilight of Heroes

This block explores the final phase of heroic warfare, where strength
and victory no longer guarantee survival. Through the arrival of new
allies, the death of Achilles, and the silence that follows, students
examine how even the greatest heroes are bound by mortality and fate.

Rather than focusing on triumph, the chapter emphasizes loss,
exhaustion, and the end of an era. Achilles’s death marks not only the
fall of a hero, but the collapse of the values that sustained the war.

This block is especially suitable for reflecting on mortality, legacy, and
the limits of heroism.
Key Themes

This block explores the following central ideas:

e Mortality and fate.

e The end of heroism.

e Loss and collective grief.
¢ Divine intervention.

¢ Legacy and remembrance.

Learning Objectives
By the end of this block, students should be able to:
v" Describe the events leading to Achilles’s death.

v" Explain how divine intervention and mortality combine to bring
about the hero’s fall.

V" Analyze how Achilles’s death reshapes the course of the war and
affects both armies.

v" Discuss what Achilles’s death reveals about the limits of heroism
in war.

V" Support interpretations with specific evidence from the text.
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Skills Developed

v" Reading comprehension (sequence and consequence).
Ethical reflection.
Analysis of mythic structure.

Perspective-taking,

A URNI NN

Academic vocabulary development.

Suggested Classroom Approach

This block can be taught over 2 class sessions, depending on student
maturity and discussion depth.

Suggested sequence:

l. Guided or independent reading, focusing on the shift from
hope to loss.

2. Whole-class discussion on mortality, fate, and the meaning
of heroism.

3. Short reflection or Create activity.

Differentiation & Accessibility

e C(Clear narrative progression supports developing readers
and ESL students.

e Advanced students can explore symbolism (fire, silence,
the sea).

Activities can be completed individually or collaboratively.

Essential Question

What remains when even the greatest hero falls?
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Teacher Notes

Chapter 11 presents the end of heroic dominance through Achilles’s
death, showing how fate and mortality ultimately overcome strength
and glory. The narrative shifts from action to aftermath, emphasizing
silence, loss, and transition as defining elements of this moment.

Rather than offering closure through victory, the chapter reframes
heroism as something measured by legacy and memory, not by
conquest.

Key Themes
e Mortality and fate.
e Loss and legacy.

e The end of heroism.

Teaching Notes

Students may expect the story to conclude with Achilles’s victory.
Encourage them to examine how his death reshapes the meaning of
heroism, shifting focus from achievement to consequence and
remembrance.

The shared silence of Greeks and Trojans offers a powerful moment to
discuss how loss transcends sides, inviting reflection on grief as a
collective human experience rather than a partisan one.

Discussion may also explore how this chapter marks the end of an era,
preparing students to consider what remains when heroic ideals no
longer sustain the conflict.

Suggested Classroom Use
e Suitable for close reading focused on transition and legacy.
e Discussion supports reflection on mortality and meaning.

e Short writing activities work well to close the heroic arc.
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Teacher Introduction. Chapter 12 Skills Developed

v" Reading comprehension (sequence and inference)

The Last Dawn Ethical reflection

This block brings the narrative to its conclusion by showing how the LGS G Spitdel

Trojan War ends not through heroic strength, but through deception and
human blindness. Through the fall of Troy, students explore the contrast
between hope and destruction, victory and loss, and the cost of

Perspective-taking

A URNI NN

Academic vocabulary development

believing that conflict can simply disappeatr. Suggested Classroom Approach
Rather than offering triumph or resolution, the chapter emphasizes This block can be taught over 1-2 class sessions, depending on student
illusion, irony, and the quiet aftermath of catastrophe. The end of the maturity and discussion depth.

war marks not a celebration, but the collapse of an entire world.
Suggested sequence:

This block is especially suitable for reflecting on endings, responsibility, 1

. Guided or independent reading, focusing on siens of
and the long consequences of human choices. p & & &

deception and false hope.

Key Themes 2. Whole-class discussion on responsibility and illusion.
This block explores the following central ideas: 3. Short reflection or Create activity.

¢ Deception and illusion. . Lo I
Differentiation & Accessibility

° hie endl aff am e e C(Clear cause-and-effect structure supports developing

° Hope versus rea]ity. readers and ESL students.

e Responsibility and blindness. o ([idx;ancei(li studﬁeﬁt)s can explore irony and symbolism
orse, silence, fire).

e Aftermath of war.
Activities can be completed individually or collaboratively.

Learning Objectives
By the end of this block, students should be able to:
v" Describe how Troy falls after the Greeks’ apparent retreat.

Essential Question

How can an ending still feel like a loss?

Explain the symbolic meaning of the Trojan Horse.
Analyze why Cassandra is not believed.

Discuss how the chapter portrays victory and defeat.

SN NN

Support interpretations with evidence from the text.
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Teacher Notes

Chapter 12 concludes the narrative by showing that the war ends not
through heroic strength, but through deception and human error. The
fall of Troy contrasts sharply with earlier ideals of honor, revealing how
conflicts often end far from the values that first inspired them.

Rather than offering triumph, the chapter emphasizes responsibility,
illusion, and irreversible consequence, marking the collapse of an
entire world.

Key Themes
e Deception and illusion.
e Responsibility and blindness.
e The end of an age.

e Consequence and aftermath.

Teaching Notes

Students may initially see the Trojan Horse as a clever victory.
Encourage them to examine how ignored warnings, exhaustion, and
the desire for closure allow deception to succeed.

Cassandra’s role offers a way to discuss truth without power and why
societies may reject uncomfortable knowledge. The chapter invites
reflection on why the end of the war feels more like loss than victory.

Suggested Classroom Use

e Suitable for close reading focused on irony, symbolism, and
consequence.

e Discussion questions support reflection on responsibility,
illusion, and moral blindness.

e Short reflective writing or final discussion works well to close
the narrative and prepare for the Epilogue.
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Visit www.olladadetinta.es/en/resources or scan this QR code to

access educational resources and companion materials related to this

book.
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